
 

 

Good reasons for learning to improvise… 
 

1. The bride is very, very, late.  You have used up all your music, including 
‘Why are we waiting?’ and ‘Time to go home’... and she has still not 
appeared.... 

 
2. You have forgotten your music... 

 
3. You are on your way to give a recital, but have left your music bag 

unattended at the airport and the security services have blown it up. 
 

4. A thief has stolen your music bag without knowing what was in it. 
 

5. You have just been asked to play an extremely plain and boring 
accompaniment for a member of the opposite sex, whose qualities are 
completely opposite in nature…and who you are keen to impress. 

 
6. A recitalist who was due to give world premieres of some recently 

rediscovered works by one of J.S. Bach’s half cousins (several times 
removed), has arrived at your church in a less than perfect emotional 
state, following some less than perfect counterpoint in a recent 
romantic liaison.  Since they have thrown the scores in the river and 
many of the world’s leading Baroque musicologists are in the audience, 
you must delve into you resources of ingenuity, (and Baroque 
pastiche), so as not to disappoint them. 

 
7. Certain notes are primed with potential ciphers1, a la Russian roulette, 

and only an especially composed piece is likely to avoid them 
completely. 

 
8. Whilst playing an obscure contemporary work, (the composer of which 

is mercifully out of the country or deceased), you completely lose your 
place in the ‘music’.   Since no one knows the work and it is extremely 
unlikely to be performed again, you can complete (and probably 
improve) it a la mode with impunity. 

                                                             
1 A note that sticks, often resembling a cross between visitations of the supernatural and the sounds of a 
patient in surgery in the days before anaesthetics.  


